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UD EXPERTS AGREE THAT CAUTION WITH KOSOVO PLAN
IN THE BEST INTEREST OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
MILOSEVIC ON TO 'PLAN B'- The international community must proceed with the "utmost
caution" with the Kosovo peace plan, says Mark Ensalaco, director of the international studies
and human rights program at the University of Dayton. "I think (Yugoslav Slobodan President)
Nlilosevic is convinced he can sabotage implementation of the plan. In other words, he doesn't
believe he's lost. He just couldn't wear down NATO, so now it's on to plan B."
Milosevic has manipulated the internal proceedings of the Serbian parliament "to give himself
political cover, to find a way to stay in power," speculates Ensalaco, an expert in human rights
and an assistant professor of political science at UD.
But Ensalaco says there are ways to render him powerless. First, "NATO and the international
community must find a way to strengthen democratic forces in Serbia. This will sap the
momentum of the ultra-nationalists." Second, economic sanctions against Serbia should
continue as long as Milosevic is in power. "Now that he is an indicted war criminal, Serbia has
a legal obligation to extradite him for prosecution," he says.
Milosevic's extradition, Ensalaco says, might encourage those in Serbia to seek re-incorporation
into Europe. "If he's viewed as the ultimate obstacle to the plan, any international pressure to
make him that obstacle should convince the Serbs that he must go. This would then strengthen
democratic forces and would lead to a major step toward implementation of the peace plan."
For media interviews, contact Mark Ensalaco at home at (937) 432-6772.
VICTORY FOR NATO, WAR SUPPORTERS- The Kosovo peace plan "indicates a solid
victory for NATO and the Clinton administration," says Jaro Bilocerkowycz, associate
professor of political science at UD. "This is vindication for those who have supported the war
and vindication in the belief that taking such action can make a difference in the world.
"Patience by NATO was rewarded," Bilocerkowycz says. "Though sumt:: mistakes were made,
air strikes alone were enough to get the job done- even though many critics called for a ground
war. There was enough pressure on Milosevic to where he thought he was losing power, so he
gave in. He did the same thing in Bosnia."
Bilocerkowycz says NATO's cautionary posture with the plan is a smart move. "There are longterm challenges, of course, to bringing peace to the entire region. But I believe the plan will bring
greater political attention and economic development to a part of world that desperately needs
it."
For media interviews, contact Jaro Bilocerkowycz at home at (937) 297-0687.
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